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FOREWORD. 

The advancement of science is a collective endeavor. Each worker profits to 
the greatest possible extent from the contributions of others. In order to do 
this effectively each one must be able to learn of the publications of interest 
to him, as well as to have access to or be provided with copies of those pertain- 
ing to the problem upon which he is engaged. It is the improvement of these aids 
to research that is the object of the present undertaking. 

The method of distributing the papers published in scientific periodicals by 
wicrofilm copying has recently been adopted by the Army Medical Library under the 
designation Medicofilm Service. This publication, privately issued, is intended 
as a means for bringing promptly to the attention of large numbers of those en- 
gaged in medical research, the current periodical literature in that field. 

The classification which has been adopted is that of the journals and not of 
the subject matter of the individual papers. Due to the diversity of the con- 
tents of so many of the journals, the papers upon given subjects will be found 
scattered, and they can be located only by the examination of more than one of the 
subdivisions, The advantage of this arrangement is the possibility of scanning 
rapidly the contents of the particular journals in which one may be interested. 

The primary purpose of this list is to inform medical men of the current pa- 
pers in the warious fields of medicine. The publication will serve thus as a 
guide in those fields of medicine which are not sufficiently provided with bib- 
liographic or abstracting services. 

The total number of periodicals regularly indexed by the Library is more than 
3,000. The number of subject cards gathered in a year is about 70,0v0, of which 
perhaps about 50,000 might be important to those engaged in experimental research, 
The first issue of Current List of Medical Literature contains approximately 1,000 
titles, and at this rate weekly issues will be required. Since all of the listed 
journals are on file in the Army Medical Library, microfilm copies of papers de- 
sired can be made promptly at the rates shown on the order blank printed on the 
back cover of this issue. 

Preliminary estimates of the cost of publishing weekly numbers of the present 
size indicate that 1,000 subscribers at $5.00 per year will make the project self 
supporting. Although it seems probable that a list of this character will prove 
of wery real walue to research, this cannot be predicted with certainty. This 
first number is sent out as a test, and the continuation of the project will de- 
pend upon the responses from those who receive it. Subscriptions are not solic- 
ited at this time, but it is desired to have expressions of any interest which the 
publication arouses. Those who are willing to subscribe to the undertaking are in 


vited to communicate promptly with the Executive Committee of 
The Friends of the Army Medical Library, 


7th St. & Independence Ave., S.¥., 


Washington, D.C. 
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